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change its religion, and, of course, loot all the
Church wealth and become (as the English
squires became in their turn) more powerful
than the Crown itself.
It happened that a great number of Huguenots
had come up to Paris to assist at the wedding
of young Henry Bourbon, son of the King of
Navarre, to the sister of the reigning King, who
was Catherine de Medici's daughter. Coligny,
plotting actively, was in Paris also threatening
the Crown. The Queen-Mother determined,
therefore, to have him assassinated. The populace
of Paris already intensely exasperated against
the Huguenots, who were chiefly powerful
in the South of France, seized the opportunity,
and this first attack on Coligny was the signal for
a general rising of the whole people of Paris
on a scale which no one had expected.
The people chased the Huguenot gentlemen
out of their houses and murdered them in the
street, where there was a massacre of them
and their servants. In great public disturbances
of this sort many of course fall who are little
connected with the real issue; debtors take the
opportunity of getting rid of their creditors,
and jealous men of their rivals. It is not known
how many were killed altogether, but the probable
number of victims in Paris was two thousand.